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ted, from a conviction evidently that it would exculpate
and exonerate the President. Sumner, therefore, who has
to this time voted to admit all testimony, because he was
predetermined to convict, absented himself now when
votes intended to cut off evidence were to be taken. Mor-
ton was not present at all. Sherman, Frelinghuysen, and
the equivocal men had been last night whipped in.

I was put forward by the counsel for the President to
receive and answer the test questions, or to be opposed and
rejected. This relieved Seward and yet annoyed him. It
did not displease him that the testimony of Cabinet officers
was prevented. He had, he said, been on friendly terms
with Stanton, and for that reason President Johnson had
not consulted him so freely as others. He claims he was
the confidant of President Lincoln, and advised with him
in certain removals. For these reasons, he declares, he did
not wish to be placed on the stand, though Judge Curtis
and Evarts apparently wished it. When the Cabinet was
in consultation with the counsel a few mornings since,
I mentioned the particulars under which the President
announced the removal of Stanton and appointment of
Thomas. Seward undertook to say he was informed before
we met, but T. went to the War Department just as we
met, and returned while we were in session. It was not
a judicious appointment, whether advised by him or not.

April 20, Monday. I did not attend the Senate. The
session of the court of impeachment was brief. The fac-
tious Radical majority, regardless of law, justice, and right,
having decided on Saturday to exclude all testimony for
the President, there was little to be said or done. I re-
marked to the President to-day that I thought it would
have been well to place Seward on the stand, that he might
at least testify in regard to the preparation, by him and
Stanton, of "the veto message on the Tenure-of-0ffi.ce Bill,
and that he counseled the selection of General Lorenzo
Thomas to take the War Department, if such was the fact.